
Circularity

What is circularity?
When we talk about circularity in film 
production, we mean the intentional design 
and management of material flows across 
the production lifecycle—from procurement 
through design, build, shoot, and wrap.



This approach preserves the embedded 
value of materials for as long as 
possible, prioritizing reduction, redesign, 
reuse, remanufacturing, and recovery 
to minimize waste at every stage.

Learn more at: ellenmacarthurfoundation.org

Plan early

Stage of circularity 
to consider

Circular economy principles can 
be applied throughout the 

duration
of filmmaking in the 
motion picture industry. 

UseCreate
your items 
carefully to 
promote 
longevity.

materials with 
the thought of 
reusability in 
mind.

Early planning helps overcome 
time constraints and streamlines 
waste diversion and material reuse 
efforts throughout production.

In use
Opt for reusable, recycled, or upcycled 
materials for props and costumes. Consider 
sharing and renting equipment instead of 
purchasing new. 



Design props and sets with reusability in 
mind. After production, these items can be 
repurposed for other projects. 



Use recyclable materials whenever possible. 
Consider modular sets that can be easily 
disassembled and reused.

Recycle
the raw 
materials if 
repair isn’t 
an option.

Use the Keep it 
Green Material 
Reuse Centre:

Join the  
Set Dec group:

Learn more:

reelgreen.ca/circularity

Repair
your items 
so they can 
be reused

Reuse
items or re-sell 
/ donate them 
to ensure they 
get reused.

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7Clescudero%40creativebc.com%7C11710d24d68a4eccc4d508df181cd934%7C3aa6c0a179354e608e86171b33625eb5%7C0%7C0%7C639256186265748812%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=6fXnm1blzFFTDTmaRSNQ7D5tq5241cDaZB7SJOSrnk8%3D&reserved=0

